
Amazing Eight Spotlight Trail
This trail features eight objects not to miss on your visit to 
Craven Museum. 

CRAVEN MUSEUM

1 Hippo Skull

2Fossils Collection

7 Shakespeare’s First Folio

8Craven Olympians
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This modern hippo skull is from 
Africa. Around 130,000 years ago 
hippos lived in Craven as the climate 
was much warmer. In the 1870s 
fossilised bones were discovered at 
a quarry in Lothersdale.

These fossils were donated by 
various Craven collectors. Around 
350 million years ago Craven was 
covered by a deep sea full of marine 
life. Pressure on the bodies of sea 
creatures over millions of years 
created the famous limestone rocks 
and reef knolls in Craven.

Around 750 copies of William 
Shakespeare’s First Folio were 
published in 1623. This copy was 
bequeathed to the museum in 1936. 
It is missing the introductory pages 
and all the comedies.

Born in Hebden, rower Andrew 
Triggs Hodge has won gold at 
multiple Olympic games and world 
championships. Archer Danielle 
Brown grew up in Lothersdale and 
won gold at the Beijing and London 
Paralympics.
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3 Elbolton Cave Finds

4Roman Amethyst Intaglio

5 German Trench Whistle

6Richard Ryley’s Diary

Explore the Craven Museum collection on our website.  www.skiptontownhall.co.uk
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Found it! Found it!

Excavations at Elbolton Cave near 
Grassington uncovered animal 
remains such as brown bears and 
arctic foxes. Human remains and 
handmade objects tell us about the 
people who also lived there.

This intaglio (carved stone) found 
near Helli�eld was made during the 
Roman Empire. Wealthy Romans 
wore intaglios as rings or pendants. 
The carving shows Odysseus from a 
story by the Greek writer Homer.

This German trench whistle was 
excavated at the site of the 
Raikeswood Prisoner of War camp 
in Skipton. It’s likely that it belonged 
to one of the First World War 
prisoners.

Richard Ryley was a mill worker in 
Barnoldswick. Between 1862 and 
1864 he kept a diary. It o�ers us a 
rare glimpse into what life was like 
for the working-class.


